Port community donates $210,000
to three local charities

portvancouver.com
On October 3, the Vancouver Fraser Port Authority hosted the 20th annual Port Fundraising Gala in partnership
with Global Container Terminals, Fraser Surrey Docks, Western Stevedoring, and DP World Vancouver.

Follow the BCMEA

The event was held in honour and support of
three charitable organizations: Harvest Project on
the North Shore, Mission Possible in Vancouver’s
Downtown Eastside and Reach Child and Youth
Development Society south of the Fraser River.
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Port community donates $210,000 to three local charities (continued)
Through ticket sales, the sale of auction items, and other generous contributions by attendees, the port
community is donating $210,000 to these worthwhile organizations that are working hard to improve the
lives of thousands of people each year.
“The annual port gala is a very special event that brings the port community together for an important
and worthy cause,” said Robin Silvester, president and chief executive officer of the Vancouver Fraser Port
Authority. “As proud representatives of this port community, we share a commitment to create and support
thriving communities where we live and work. I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all of the organizers,
attendees, sponsors and contributors who participated and made this year’s event another huge success.”
The Port of Vancouver serves the many Canadian businesses and consumers who rely on trade, while
ensuring a high level of environmental protection and careful consideration for local communities.
To date, more than $2.3 million has been raised for deserving organizations in Metro Vancouver that
contribute to a higher quality of life in the port region. This year’s event sponsors include: British Columbia
Maritime Employers Association, BNSF Railway, Ceres Terminals Canada, Hemlock Printers, KTL Transport,
Lucent Quay Consulting, Mott Electric, Norwegian Cruise Line, NuTrends Signs and Printing, PSAV Audiovisual
and Rocky Mountaineer.
https://www.portvancouver.com/news-and-media/news/port-community-donates-210000-to-three-local-charities/

Japanese buyer expands wood pellet contract
with B.C.’s Pinnacle
coastmountainnews.com

Japan’s major buyer for B.C. wood pellet fuel has increased its contract with Pinnacle Renewable Energy to
100,000 tonnes per year, a bright spot for B.C.’s troubled forest industry.
Pinnacle, with production facilities across the B.C. Interior, signed a new contract Thursday with Mitsui and
Co., which uses the wood pellets to fire a new biomass energy project in Japan. The contract was signed at a
ceremony in Vancouver, with representatives of the companies and Premier John Horgan.
“Contracts such as this will allow Pinnacle to expand operations, to hire more people and to build the type of
British Columbia that we all want,” Horgan said.
“It means that we can take the wood waste that used to sit on the forest floor and lead to some of the wildest
fires in recent memory, and we can take that fibre and put it to useful economic benefit.”
Pinnacle CEO Robert McCurdy described it as “an exciting day” for the company’s work in “bringing green
energy to the world.” The agreement was signed by McCurdy and Fumiaki Miyamoto, CEO of the Canadian
division of Mitsui and Co. “In order to build trust we keep our word, and we always look for a win-win with our
stakeholders,” Miyamoto said.
Pinnacle signed a deal with Mitsui in April to sell 70,000 tonnes per year, shipped through its export facility
at Prince Rupert. Japan has worked to diversify its energy supplies since a devastating earthquake and
tsunami in 2011 destroyed its nuclear plant at Fukushima and led to curtailment of nuclear power. It is also
a major importer of liquefied natural gas.
https://www.coastmountainnews.com/business/japanese-buyer-expands-wood-pellet-contract-with-b-c-s-pinnacle
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Retirement Announcement: Ian Nicol
After 42 years of service, Ian Nicol will be retiring from the BCMEA effective December 31, 2019.
						
Ian started his career as a dispatcher in 1977. During his tenure, he became the first employee to work
		
in the newly constituted Training Department in 1992. In 2008, Ian went back to his roots to work as
manager of the Dispatch Hall and was promoted to director in 2017.
The BCMEA will be conducting an employment search over the coming weeks to ensure a smooth
transition between Ian and the incoming incumbent.
On behalf of everyone at the BCMEA, we would like to wish Ian the best of luck in this new chapter and
thank him for his significant contributions to the waterfront industry.

North Vancouver waterfront becomes a classroom
for local students
neptuneterminals.com
North Vancouver’s waterfront is home to many of the businesses that
make up the Port of Vancouver and plays a vital role in the efficient, reliable
and sustainable movement of goods, including Canadian exports and
many imported goods we rely on in our day to day lives. This important
stretch of shoreline also serves as a classroom for local Grade 5 students.
Neptune is a proud sponsor and participant in The Working Waterfront
Education Program, which gives students a hands-on learning experience
at Canada’s largest port and allows them to explore the waterfront outside
the classroom.
“We’re delighted to host this program and tour students through our
working waterfront,” said Roxie Giles, a retired teacher who leads the
program. “We designed the program to highlight the Port’s operations and
its role in Canada’s economy, and the students’ excitement for this type of
active learning is really inspiring.”
Social Studies is a key focus of the Grade 5 curriculum. Students are learning about geography, industry,
trade and transportation as well as Canada’s natural resources and community development.
The Working Waterfront Educational Program, available to no charge to schools in School District 44, is a fun
and immersive way for students to gain knowledge about the importance of North Shore waterfront industries
to their community and how these companies connect North Vancouver to countries around the world.
After a classroom session with Roxie Giles, students get to experience a harbour boat tour with guest
speakers from various companies who can talk first-hand about port operations. A classroom visit from a
local waterfront employee rounds out the program.
Neptune Terminals is a proud sponsor of the Working Waterfront Educational Program alongside Allied
Shipbuilders, Chemtrade Logistics, ERCO Worldwide, Univar Canada, Vancouver Pile Driving and Western
Stevedoring. For more information on the program, visit https://nswia.com/
http://www.neptuneterminals.com/in-the-community/neptune-community/fall-2019/
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GCT, A Leader in Container Terminal Innovation, Joins
TradeLens
globalterminals.com
Global Container Terminals Inc. (GCT), a leading container terminal
operator in North America has joined the TradeLens supply chain platform,
underpinned by blockchain technology.
GCT operates four strategically located, big ship ready terminals on
the west and east coast of North America. A leader in technologically
advanced terminal operations, no company is more prepared to keep
pace with the changing needs of global supply chains than GCT.
In the Port of Vancouver, GCT Canada is the heart of the Asia-Pacific
Gateway. GCT Deltaport is Canada’s largest marine terminal, providing the
most efficient ship-to-rail discharge facility worldwide, and GCT Vanterm
is among the most productive terminals on the continent.
In the Port of New York and New Jersey, GCT USA boasts the fastest truck processing and vessel productivity in
the harbor. GCT New York is a full service facility offering near-dock CES operations, on-terminal warehousing,
and unique customer solutions. GCT Bayonne pioneered truck appointments on the East Coast using the
latest technology, providing consistent and reliable turn-times. Both USA terminals offer first and last portof-call intermodal advantage with their on-dock rail facilities.
By joining TradeLens, GCT is ready to securely connect with supply chain partners including ocean carriers,
beneficial cargo owners, and railways. The TradeLens technology platform provides end-to-end supply chain
information, facilitating seamless data sharing, collaboration and improved trade flows.
“GCT remains committed to leading in innovation, value and safety. Joining a technology platform like
TradeLens only adds to our capability to deliver best-in-class service and visibility to our supply chain partners,”
said Doron Grosman, President & CEO of GCT. ”As competition increases from other ports and customer
demands intensify, we need to activate every solution to increase cargo velocity through our terminals and
improve performance.”
“We are thrilled to have GCT join TradeLens and connect to a flexible business platform designed to spur
innovation. Integrating data with ports, terminals, logistics providers, shippers, and carriers is essential for
the vision of TradeLens to realize new ways of working within a collaborative industry ecosystem. GCT’s
connection to TradeLens strengthens this new era of transparency and collaboration for the global supply
chain.” Mike White, CEO of Maersk GTD and Head of TradeLens.
TradeLens is rapidly expanding with five of the world’s top six ocean carriers and ten of GCT’s ocean carrier
customers committed to the TradeLens platform. GCT is proud to join this leading global trade collaboration.
“We are pleased to see more leading organizations from across the shipping industry sign on to the platform.
As TradeLens evolves, it is critical more supply chain partners participate to facilitate an open and transparent
approach to information sharing. This enhanced level of visibility and efficiency will ultimately benefit the
entire industry and our customers.” Eyal Ben-Amram, CIO of ZIM.
The program will be rolled out in phases at all four of GCT’s terminals adding visibility to the east and west
coasts of North America.
https://globalterminals.com/gct-a-leader-in-container-terminal-innovation-joins-tradelens/
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Port Opens First Phase of Public Engagement for Pitt
Meadows Road and Rail Improvements
portvancouver.com
Pitt Meadows is home to two of the busiest rail crossings in the lower mainland. The Pitt Meadows Road and
Rail Improvement project will aim to eliminate the rail crossings at Harris Road and Kennedy Road. Currently,
these crossings are blocked each day by moving trains for an average of:
 One hour and 45 minutes at Kennedy Road
 Three hours and 30 minutes at Harris Road
 Our goal is to mitigate the impacts of growing rail and port trade traffic on Pitt Meadows.
These changes will improve safety and community access by creating more reliable
travel times and better emergency response options.

The project includes:
 A new four-lane underpass at the Canadian Pacific (CP) main rail line crossing at Harris
Road.
 A new two-lane overpass at the main rail line entrance to CP’s Vancouver Intermodal
Facility, replacing the level rail crossing at Kennedy Road.
 An extension of one of CP’s existing rail tracks, which serves the Intermodal Facility.
The port authority is now focusing on working with Indigenous groups, municipalities and other stakeholders
to undertake technical studies and engagement, advance project design and plan for project construction.
The first phase of public engagement on this project will be open October 21-November 22, 2019.
https://www.portvancouver.com/development-and-permits/development/pitt-meadows-road-and-rail-improvements/
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B.C. government supports LNG bunkering proposal
FortisBC hopes to develop LNG marine bunkering hub in Vancouver
biv.com
The B.C. government is throwing its support behind FortisBC and the Vancouver Fraser Port Authority in their
efforts to develop a liquefied natural gas (LNG) marine bunkering fuel service.
New caps on sulphur emissions for international marine shipping come into effect in 2020, which will require
ships that burn bunker fuel to install scrubbers, switch to lower sulphur diesel fuel or other, cleaner fuel
sources, including LNG.

FortisBC, which produces LNG at its Tilbury Island terminal, and the port authority want to make Vancouver
a marine LNG bunkering hub to service ships that make the switch to LNG.
A report by PwC, commissioned by FortisBC, estimates an LNG bunkering facility would take five years
to build. Once built, it would have an annual economic impact of $930 million, the study found. The B.C.
government is kicking in $25,000 towards the cost of the study.
“We are encouraged by the initial projections,” Bruce Ralston, minister of Jobs, Trade and Technology, said in
a press release. “It is expected that LNG-powered ships - specifically container, car carrier and cruise vessels
- could begin calling in Vancouver as early as 2020, and global demand is expected to exceed nine million
tonnes … of LNG annually by 2025. B.C. should be ready to get some of that business.”
Although the intent of the International Maritime Organization’s cap is to reduce other pollutants – mainly
sulphur oxides – natural gas also would produce far fewer CO2 emissions than diesel or bunker fuel.
“This will allow B.C. to have a direct impact on global emissions by reducing the amount of greenhouse gas
emissions from visiting vessels,” said Premier John Horgan. “Working together, we can meet the increasing
global demand for energy solutions that reduce air pollution and protect our climate, while creating more
jobs and opportunities for everyone in B.C.”
https://biv.com/article/2019/10/bc-government-supports-lng-bunkering-proposal
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Victoria council approves motion to cap cruise ships,
seek climate-friendly power
globalnews.ca
Victoria city council has approved a controversial motion seeking to limit the number of cruise ships coming
into the city over environmental concerns.
The motion debated at Thursday’s committee of the whole meeting directs the Greater Victoria Harbour
Authority (GVHA) to keep cruise ship levels at current levels and not sign any new long-term contracts until
the city’s concerns are met.
It also asks staff to study the city’s “jurisdiction on regulations for the cruise ship industry with respect to
waste and emissions.”

“It’s a call for a sustainable business case for cruise expansion in the city,” Mayor Lisa Helps, who put
forward the motion with Coun. Marianne Alto and Coun. Ben Isitt, said at Thursday’s meeting.
The B.C. capital saw a record high of 243 cruise ships enter the city’s harbour last year, according to the
Greater Victoria Harbour Authority (GVHA), carrying 640,000 passengers. That marks a growth from 2010,
when 212 ships carried 440,000 passengers.
That activity has been a huge economic contributor to the city, generating upwards of $130 million annually.
Catherine Holt, CEO of the Greater Victoria Chamber of Commerce, says council’s motion could send the
wrong message to the industry and see that revenue dwindle.
“A ban just sends the wrong signal to everybody that we’re not supportive or encouraging of the cruise ship
industry. That’s a very bad message to send,” she said. “We would like to send the message that we want to
work with them to deal with emissions issues.”
According to the Capital Regional District, 150 tonnes of waste ended up at Hartland Landfill every month
during the cruise ship season, accounting for one per cent of the landfill’s yearly intake. Visible emissions
from the ships have also been criticized and mentioned in the motion.
A solution recommended in the motion is for the GVHA to aggressively install on-shore electrical power
sources at the Victoria Cruise Terminal to help lower and eventually eliminate emissions. On-shore power
allows ships to turn off their diesel engines while plugged into a land-based electrical grid. (continued)
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Victoria council approves motion to cap cruise ships (continued)
The GVHA says previous studies, including one in 2012, found just one on-shore power connection could
cost close to $13 million to install. The authority notes its annual revenues in 2018 were $14.5 million.
But GVHA CEO Ian Robertson says they plan to take council’s request seriously and take another look.
“We’re going to be beginning a very strong feasibility study to see what can be done,” he said.
According to a study commissioned by the GVHA this spring that looked at emissions at the city’s cruise ship
terminal, the industry has already made moves to reduce pollutants.
Since 2010, sulphur oxide emissions have been reduced by 95 per cent and critical air contaminants —
including carbon monoxide and nitrogen dioxide — are down 45 per cent, according to the report. Particulate
matter has also decreased by 79 per cent. The study also found that while cruise passenger counts have
gone up by 45 per cent since 2010, greenhouse gas emissions have only increased by just over 19 per cent.
A lot of that work has been done by cruise ship companies themselves, some of which have voiced support
for the council motion. In a letter to Helps, Cruise Lines International Association identified shore power as
a “top priority” and offered to assist the city in finding solutions.
Robertson said cooperation is key to reaching council’s goals. “It’s not just on industry,” he said. “All levels
of government and industry need to work together to find solutions.”
The motion still needs to be ratified at the next council meeting on Oct. 24 before staff can act on the
recommendations.
https://globalnews.ca/news/6047411/victoria-cruise-industry-motion-passed/

CN conductors, workers approve strike action
Teamsters could go on strike as early as November 19
biv.com
Thousands of unionized workers at Canadian National Railway (CN) could strike as early as November 19.
Approximately 3,000 Teamsters Canada Rail Conference (TCRC) members voted 99.2% in favour of strike
action after six months of negotiations with CN. Their collective agreement expired July 23, 2019.
“We will continue to negotiate in good faith with Canadian National in hopes of reaching a negotiated
settlement. To that end, we will not be bargaining in the press or discussing the sticking points publicly at
this time,” stated TCRC president Lyndon Isaak in a news release issued Monday (October 28).
The announcement comes after the legally mandated dispute resolution period ended last Friday.
According to TCRC, both sides have been working with federal mediators for four months in an effort to reach
a new agreement. The next round of mediated negotiations is slated to begin November 12, one week before
TCRC members can take strike action if they so choose.
“CN remains committed to working with the TCRC and is optimistic that an agreement will be reached,” a CN
spokesperson told BIV.
Earlier this year, the company ratified a new collective agreement with 180 rail traffic controllers represented
by TCRC-Rail Canada Traffic Controllers. Earlier this month, it ratified a negotiated collective agreement with
950 truck drivers that contract with its subsidiary CNTL.
https://biv.com/article/2019/10/cn-conductors-workers-approve-strike-action
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Industry News Links
Greater Vancouver Board of Trade hires its new CEO
https://www.boardoftrade.com/news/49-news/2019/1694-new-ceo-announcement
Installing shore power is ‘top priority,’ cruise ship industry tells Victoria mayor
https://www.timescolonist.com/news/local/installing-shore-power-is-top-priority-cruise-ship-industry-tellsvictoria-mayor-1.23979132
Prairie farmers’ woes continue as poor weather halts harvest activity
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/harvest-weather-prairies-1.5316504
New export advisor hired to help province’s Indigenous businesses
https://www.kamloopsthisweek.com/news/new-export-advisor-hired-to-help-province-s-indigenousbusinesses-1.23979520
Surface Transportation Summit: No ‘drop-off’ in volumes say trucking executives
https://www.canadianshipper.com/transportation-and-logistics/sts-no-drop-off-in-volumes-say-truckingexecutives/1003381706/
DP World Reports 1.1% Gross Like-For-Like Volume Growth in 3Q 2019
https://www.dpworld.com/news/dp-world-reports-11-gross-like-for-like-volume-growth-in-3q-2019/
Yantian port to build advanced automated terminal
https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/news/asia/yantian-port-to-build-advanced-automated-terminal/
Ningbo-Zhoushan to complete work on 10m teu container terminal in 2020
https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/news/asia/ningbo-zhoushan-to-complete-work-on-10m-teu-containerterminal-in-2020/
IMF downgrades outlook for world economy; 2019 estimate for Canada unchanged
https://www.canadianshipper.com/transportation-and-logistics/imf-downgrades-outlook-for-worldeconomy-2019-estimate-for-canada-unchanged/1003381682/
End of supply glut in sight for dry bulk
https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/news/asia/end-of-supply-glut-in-sight-for-dry-bulk/
IBM Joins Mayflower Autonomous Ship Project
https://worldmaritimenews.com/archives/284829/ibm-joins-mayflower-autonomous-ship-project/
Breakthrough open automation system launches
https://www.portstrategy.com/news101/products-and-services/breakthrough-open-automation-systemlaunches
Comment: the global trade slowdown – is it really that bad?
https://theloadstar.com/comment-the-global-trade-slowdown-is-it-really-that-bad/
UN: Shipping must adjust to shifting trade, environmental pressures
https://www.joc.com/maritime-news/un-shipping-must-adjust-shif ting-trade-environmentalpressures_20191030.html
Maersk join forces with industry peers and customers to develop LEO
https://www.canadianshipper.com/transportation-and-logistics/maersk-join-forces-with-industry-peersand-customers-to-develop-leo/1003381798/
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Tweet of the Week
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INDUSTRY EVENTS
CALENDAR

						
		

Nov. 6-8, 2019

National Workers’ Compensation and Disability
Conference & Expo
Mandalay Bay
Las Vegas, NV
http://www.wcconference.com/

Nov. 11-14, 2019

2019 ICHCA International 20/20 Cargo Vision
Conference & Exhibition
Hilton Malta
St. Julians, Malta
https://www.eiseverywhere.com/websit e/1037/home/

Nov. 14, 2019

ICS Dry Bulk and Commodities Conference
Vancouver Convention Center West
Vancouver, BC
https://www.ics-canada.ca/conference/

Nov. 20-22, 2019

WOC Sustainable Ocean Summit: “Investing in Ocean
Futures: Finance and innovation for the blue economy”
Hôtel de l’Industrie
Paris, France
https://sustainableoceansummit.org/

Dec. 10-11, 2019

2019 JOC Port Performance North America
Renaissance Newark Airport
Newark, NJ
https://www.joc-port-performance.com/

Dec. 11-12, 2019

Prairie Cereals Summit
Fairmont Banff Springs
Banff, AB
https://albertawheat.com/media/events/prairie-cereals-summit

Jan. 15–17, 2020

The 77th Annual Truck Loggers Association Convention
+ Trade Show
Westin Bayshore
Vancouver, BC
http://www.tla.ca/convention/
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Dispatch Shortage Statistics

For the Period Sunday October 20th, 2019 to Saturday October 26th, 2019
JOB

Jobs cut prior
to dispatch
(unable to fill)

Jobs filled thru
employee
extensions

Jobs filled by
employee double
shifting

Jobs filled by
local 502
employees

BULK OPERATOR

Jobs filled by
transferring
employees

Jobs left
unfilled after
dispatch

TOTAL
1

1

DOCK GANTRY

8

8

DUMPER OPERATOR

2

2

F.E.L.

1

1

HEAD CHKR

1

1

KINDER MORGAN
LIQUID

1

LIQUID BULK

1

1

LOCIE ENGINEER
RED DOG CRANE

2

1

1
2

2

RUBBER TIRE GTY
SWITCHMAN

1

2

2

1

1

WELDER
TOTAL

1

10

2

9

2

2

2

24

How were shortages handled by Dispatch?
Jobs filled by transferring employees, 9,
0.23%

Jobs left unfilled after dispatch, 3, 0.08%
Jobs filled by hall employees, 3849,
99.35%

Other, 25, 0.65%
Jobs cut prior to dispatch (unable to fill),
1, 0.03%

Jobs filled thru employee extensions,
10, 0.26%
Jobs filled by local 502 employees, 12,
.021%

Jobs filled by employee double shifting,
2, 0.05%
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Vancouver Casual Employee
% Dispatched per Dispatch Board
1.2
Last 7 Days
Last 30 Days

1

Last 365 Days

0.8
0.6
0.4
0.2

A

B

C

Future BCMEA Meeting Dates:
Finance & Audit Committee
Meeting
November 14th, 2019
8:30am - 11:00am
5th Floor Boardroom
349 Railway Street
Board of Directors Meeting
November 26th, 2019
8:00am - 11:30am
5th Floor Boardroom
349 Railway Street
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Your Feedback:
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Have something for
the BCMEA Bulletin?
Send your comments
or contributions to
the Bulletin’s
Editor at:
editor@bcmea.com
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