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Ports want Ottawa
to pony up $100m

OTTAWA — A coalition of
Canadian port operators
and shipping companies
says it needs a $100-million
grant from Ottawa to meet
Canada’s post-9/11 com-
mitments to beef up
security.

The newly formed
Canadian Coalition
for Maritime Securi-
ty is [obbying Trans-
port Canada for the
money, arguing that
without i, it will not
be able to meet the
July 1, 2064, dead-
line to implement new inter-
national standards, dealing
with items such as fences,
cargo inspections and secu-
rity guards.

“We {eel in order for the
government to protect the
competitiveness of our port
industries, they have to
make this investment, just
as the United States has
done,” said coalition
spokesman Onkar Athwal.

Athwal said the U.S, has
already handed out three
waves of grants for its mar-
itime industry totalling 3679
million,

Without a grant, the coali-
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tion predicts ships will
bypass ports such as Hali-
fax and Vancouver in faveur
of U5, ports that are in com-
pliance with the new inter-
national regulations.

Liberal Senator
Colin Kenny, who
chairs the Senate
national security
committee which
found major vulner-
abilities at Canadian
ports, said that
while he was initial-
ly suspicious of the
request, the gove
ernment should take a clos-
er look at the US. subsidies
to see if Canadian ports are
at a major disadvantage.

Kenny peointed out that
when the government pri-
vatized its ports several
years ago, the new enlities
did away with the port
police that were in place.

Asked why taxpayers
should be on the hook for
the security upgrades, Ath-
wal said: "It is not part of
normal business expense. ;
This is something that is
mandated by government
that has to be done.”

— Cami¥est News Service




